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understood his answer, which was only given by the signal of the traitor's
dipping a morsel of bread with him in the dish. St Chrysostom says,
that when our Lord was apprehended and the other apostles fled, St John
never forsook him; and many imagine that he was the disciple who being
known to the high priest, got Peter admitted by the servants into the
court of Caiphas.

Our saint seems to have accompanied Christ through all his sufferings;
at least he attended him during his crucifixion, standing tinder his cross,
owning him in the midst of arms and guards, and in the thickest crowds
of his implacable enemies. Here it was that our Lord declared the assur-
ance he had of this disciple's affection and fidelity, by recommending with
his dying words, his holy mother to his care; giving him the charge to
love, honour, comfort, and provide for her with that dutifulness and
attention which the character of the best and most indulgent mother
challenges from an obedient and loving son. What more honourable
testimony could Christ have given him of his confidence, regard, and
affection, than this charge ? Accordingly St John took her to his home,
and ever after made her a principal part of his care. Christ had at the
same time given her to-St John for his mother, saying to her, " Woman,
behold thy son." Our Lord disdained not to call us all brethren, as
St Paul observes. And he recommended us all as such to the maternal
care of his own mother: but amongst these adoptive sons St John is the
first-born. To him alone was given this special privilege of being treated
by her as if she had been his natural mother, and of reciprocally treating
her as such by respectfully honouring, serving, and assisting her in person.
This was the recompense of his constancy and fervour in his divine Master's
service and love. This holy apostle, though full of inexpressible grief for
the death of his divine Master, yet left not the cross and saw his side
opened with a spear; was attentive to the whole mystery and saw the
blood and water issue from the wound, of which he bore record. It is
believed that he was present at the taking down of our Lord's body from
the cross and helped to present it to his most blessed mother, and after-
wards to lay it in the sepulchre, watering it with abundance of tears, and
kissing it with extraordinary devotion and tenderness.

When Mary Magdalen and other devout women brought word that
they had not found Christ's body in the sepulchre, Peter and John ran
immediately thither, and John, who was younger and more nimble> running
faster, arrived first at the place. Some few days after this, St John went
a-fishing in the lake of Tiberias with other disciples; and Jesus appeared
on the shore in a disguised form. St John, directed by the instinct of love,
knew him and gave notice to Peter: they all dined with him on the shore;
and when dinner was ended, Christ walked along the shore questioning
Peter about the sincerity of his love, gave him the charge of his church,